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Radio Theatre

tunes up ‘Carol’

Company puts music to Christmas tale

he Golden Age of Radio re-
turns — nght here in River

City.
Jobn L. Williams has cre-

ated & company 1o recreate
the age of radio drama. Radio Theatre
Producuons goes public with » tape-re-
leass party for its new production of
Charles Dickens’ classic A Christmas
Carol at Top of the Mare today from
5:30 o T p.m.

The production is based on an sdap-
tation of Dickens’ tals with original mu-
sic by Williame. I wrote this music for
last year's Paramount Thestre produe-
tion,” Williams said. *“Than I got a copy
of the original Dickens novel, and
adapted that as faithfully as [ could. [
trisd to keep the sequence the same
while [ shortaned it to an hour. Every
chance [ could 1o use the exact language
of the book, | did."

Though this is not the first radio-dra-
ma adaptation of A Christmas Carvl, it is
urique in its
combination of
music and drama,
Williama said.
*“Thars wre sbout
five versions out
there, but they're
all parratives. We
thought maybe
we'd creats & naw
niche bere by
putting the music

and drama together.”

The tape was produced in Austin us-
ing local sctors Lynn chl.l. Shawn
Sides, Craig Kanne and Gail Threinen.
i i out the
music and
the language, Williarns said, the actors
could be relied on to perform take after

i take without losing enthusissm. “These

guys are just 80 incredibly talented, so
i:ncrudihly professional.” be said
Now Williams is marketing the tapes

. and trying to figure out how to syndi-

cate the production. *This ia Austin.”
he said. “We're learning as we go.”

Locaily, about 50 stores are carrying
the tape. Miz-93.3 (KMXX-FM) will aiz
the program Christmas Eve, said pro-
gram director Bob Corbell

In looking for Christmas f{are that
would fit his station’s music format,
Corbell found Williams' :’Fbtm D to
be a fresh alternative. “There's a lot of
Christmas matsrial syndicatad out
there,” Corbell said “There are probs-
bly 500 recordings of White Christmas —
but there's only s0 many times you can
listen to White Christmas, | really en-

1 joyed it (the Williams’ tape).” be said._\
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*This is professionally dons, an sxcel-
lent show, and we liked the local
involvement.”

At the tape-release party tonight,
Williams said he and the sctors will try
to reproduce the old-time, live radio
drama [eel “We're going to start the
production about 6 p.m. The actors will
read for about 10 minutas, and the sing-
ars wll sing one of the songs.” he said.

Austin's be
editorial pa

0siin

NEWS

NeIghborhoods of West Austin, Rolingwoad and West Lake Hills
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next week), and another enterpris-
ing group has brought out 3 casserte
recording of what it describes as “a
musical radio play of A Christmas
Carol”

The tape is the work of composer
John L. Williams, and it uses a con-

) ventional approach to Dickens® cel-
If you're a real radio oldtimer, ebrated tale. Lynn Segall does the
you probably remember the annual narration, with Craig Kanne supply-

broadcasts of Charles Dickens' A
Christmas Carol with Lionel
Barrymore as Scrooge. In those
innocent days of the *30s and carly
'40s, they were highlights of the

season. (This was before “The

Well, radio is enjoying a kind of
vogue these days—the Chrisimar
Carol broadcasts in particular—and
this season, we can find two incar-
nations of thase ractalain dave

ing the voices of Scrooge and the
ghosts, Shawn Sides doing the chil-
dren's voices and Gail Threinen
playing Mrs. Cratchit. Aod Mark
Gibson is the sound effects man, an
integral company member of the

World's Tallest Man-mage  0Mtime radio shows. There'salsoa
Christmas Tree” started lighting up ~ CBOTUS.
Zilker Park, you understand } Mr. Williams' scripx, nicely aug-

mented by bis original score, is a
wonderful treatment of the siory we
all know and love, and it'H be 3
permanent part of the holiday trap-
pings of any bousehold, with or
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“ids. And pecople who
" dio dramas of
" ~harm-

Dickens’ classic ‘Christmas
Carol’ available on cassette

Radio Theater Productions, lesas story, just as relevant to-
an Austin-hased production day as it was for Londoners of
group, has released Charles 1843, Williams said. *We have
Dickena’ “A Christmas Carol” created a special listening treat
as a musical radio play on au- for the entire family to enjoy
dio cassette. for years to come.”

John L. Williams, president RTP's “Christmas Carol”
of RTP, adapted the script from musical radio play will be avail-
the Dicken's classic and wrote able in Austin area book, music
the original music score, which and children's stores during the
premiered in the 1991 Zachary upeoming holiday season. An
Scott stage production at the accompanying recording of
Paramount Theatre. background music and vocals ia

Four Austin actors recreat- also available in a boxed set.
ed the spirited dramsa in a William’s previous produc-
“Golden Age of Radio”™ perfor- tion credits include the Austin
mance cuad with music and Circle of Theatre's 1991 Coali-
sound effects. Narrated by voices of Ebeneazer Scrooge, the tion for Children’s Theater,
Lynn Segall, the story comes to  Christmas Ghosts, the Cratchit “Sneak in a Weekend” and

life as Craig Kanne, Shawn
Sides and Gail Threinen per-
form the multiple character

family and other players of Vic-
torian England.
“Christmas Carol” is a time-

“Send Us Some Parents,” spon-
sored by the Austin Jaycees at
the Paramount Theatre.



